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COVENANT 
Wiukh their Gep;, ' 
V I Z. 
The P rotzeftation, 
|] The Pow and Covenant, 
- The Solemn Leaguc and Covenant, 


In and an Ordinance of the Lords 
and Commons affembled in Par- 


liament, for the taking the ſame ;. 
together with an Exbo ation made: 
is the Aﬀentbly of Duyinns.p.yy. 


An Ordinance for the better Obſerva- 
tion of the Lords-Day. 


An Ordinance, together wich ati Order, © 


for the ſtri& keeping the Monthly faft. 


O£4#4 by the Commons in Parlii- 
ment,That theſe (Covenants and Ordi- 


nancee,be forthwith primed and publiſhed. 4 


Printed for Edw. Husband, Printer to 
| Be Honorab& Houſe of Commons. 
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Die Mercurii, 5. AMaii, 1641. 


T is this day Ordered by the Houſe 
of Commons now Aflembled' in 
Parliament , That the Preamble, 
rogether with the Proteſtation which 
the Mc<mters of this Houſe made the 
third day of May, ſhall be forthwith 
Printed , and the Copies Printed 
brought to the Clerk of the faid Houſe 
roatteſt under his hand , to the end, 
that the Knights, Citizens, and Bur- 
geiles may ſend them down to the 
Sheriffs and Iuſtices of Peace of the 
ſeverall Shires, and to the Citizens 
and Burgeſles of che (eyerall 'Ciries , 
Boroughs and Cinque Ports reſpe- 
&ively ; And the Knights , Citizens, 
and Burgefles,are to intimate unto the 
Shires, Cities, Boroughs and Cinque 
Ports, with that willingnefle all rhe 
Members 'of this Houſe made this 
Proteſtation : And further ro lignifie, 
thar as they juſtifie the taking of it in 
them(clyes, {o they cannot but approve 
ic in all ſuchas ſhall cake ir. 
A 2 We 


(4) 


VVY* the Knights, Citizens » 
| and Burgefles in the Com- 


mons Houſe of Parliament, 
finding to the great grief of our 
hearts , that the Delignes of the 
Prieſts and Teſuites, and other adhe- 
rents to the See of Rome , have of late 
been more boldly and frequently put 
in praQice then formerly, to the un- 
dermining and danger of the ruine of 
the truce Reformed Proteftant-Religi- 
on in His Majeſtics Deminions eſta- 


bliſhed : And finding alſo that there 


have been , and having juſt cauſe to 


ſuſpe& that there {111 are, even during 
the fitting in P:rljament, endcavours 
to ſubvert the Fundamentall Laws of 
England and Ireland, and to introduce 
the exerciſe of an Arbitrary and Ty- 
rannicall Government , by moſt per- 
nicious and wicked Counſels, Prai- 
ces , Plots , and Conſpiracies : And 
that the long intermiſſion, and unhap- 
Py breach of Parliaments , hath occa- 
honed many Illegall Taxations, 
whereupon the. Subject hath been pro- 
ſecuted and grieved ; And that divers 

Inno- 


(5) 
Innovations and Superſtitions haye 
been brought into the Church, mult:- 
tudes driv.n ont of His Mijeſties 
Dominions 3 jezloufies raiſed and 
fomented betwixt the King ani Hig 
f People ; a Popith Army levied in Trc- 
| lind,and two Armics brougat into the 

bawels of this Kingdon,to zhe hazard 

of His Majcſties Royall Perfart, the 

conſumprian of the Revenues of the 
s | » Crown & Treaſure of this Kingdom: 
And laſtly, finding great cauſe of jea« 
loukie, that endeavours have been and 
are uſed to bring the Engliſh Army 
into a miſunder{tanding ot this Parli- 
 __ ament; thereby ro incline that Army, 
| with force to brinz to paile thoſe wic- 
ked counccls, Have therefore thought 
good to joyn themlelves in a Declara» 
tion of our united AﬀeCtions and Re- 
folutions., and to make this enſuing 
Protcſtation, 


| 4- B. do in the preſence of Al- 

m'giity God, Prom ſe, Vow , and 
Prot:it, ro maintzin and defend,as far 
as lawfully I may,with my life,power, 
and eſtate, th: true Reformed Pro- 
bl) A 3 reſtanc 


reſtart Religion, expreſſed in the Do- 
Qrine of the Church of England, a- 
gainſt all Popery and Popiſh Innova- 
tions within this Realm , contrary to 
the ſame DoGtrine, and according to 
the duty of my Allezgiance , His Ma- 
jeſties Royall perſon , Honour and 
Eſtatc ; as alſo the Power and Privi- 


ledges of Parliament 3 The lawfull 


Rights and Liberties of the SubjeR, 
and every perſon that maketh this 
Proteftation, in whatſoever he -thall 
do in the lawfull purſuance of the 
fame. - And to my power,and as far as 
lawfully I may, I will oppoſe, and by 
all good wayes and means endeayeur 
to bring to condigne puniſhment , all 
ſuch as ſhall cither by Force, PraRiſe, 
Councels, Plots, Confpiracies, or 0- 
therwiſe, doany thing to the contrary 
of any thing in this preſent  Proteſtz- 
tion contained. And further , Thar I 
ſhall in all juſt and Honorable wayes 
endeavour to preſerve. the Vnion and 
Peace, between the three Kingdoms of 
England, Scotlaid, and Ireland ; And 
neither for hope, tear,nor other reſpeR, 
ſhall relinquith this Promiſe , Vow, 
and Proteſtativn, Whcre- 


_ 


\ 
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VV Hereas ſome doubts have been 

raiſed by ſeverall perſons out of 

this Houſe,concerning the meaning of 

theſe words contained in the Prote- 

fation lately made by the Members of 

this Houſe , Viz. The true Reformed 
Proteſtant Religion , expreſſed in the 
Dofirine of the Church of England, 
againſt all Popery and Popiſh innovations 

| within this Realm , contrary to the ſame 
*| * Dedrine; This Houſe doth Declare 
| That by thoſe words , was , and is 
| meant , onely. the publike Do&rine, 
profeſſed in the faid Church, ſo faras 

it is oppoſite to Popery and Popiſh 


; Innovations ; And that the ſaid words 
| are not to be exrended to the maintai- 
ning ef any Form of Worſhip, Diſci* 


| pline, or Government , nor ot any 
| ; Ritcs or Ceremonies of . the ſaid 
| Church of Ergland, 


A 4: Dis 


($) 
| Die Venerw, 30. Tulti, 1641. 


+ Reſolved ugon the Queiion, 
PF Hat this Houfe doth conceive that 
the Proteſtation made by them, 
is fit to be taken by every perſon that 
is well-affe&ed in Religion, and to 
the good of the Common' wealth ; ( 
And therefore doth declare, Ther whar | 

perſon ſoever ſhall nut take the Ptote- 
ſtation, is unfit to bear Office in the PF 
Church or Common-wealrh. 4 
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The Yow and Covenant ap- 
pointed by the Lords and Com- 


mons aſſembled in Parliament, to 
be taken by every Man, in the Cities 
of London, Wefiminſter , the Suburbs «| 
and Liberties thereof 3; and 
throughout the whole 
Kingdom. 
V Hereas the Lords and Com- 
mons now aſtembled in Parlia- 


ment have declared , That there hath 
been, 


_ ao 


been, and now is a Popith and'Trai- 

' :crous Plot for the ſubveriion of the 
true Proteſtant Reformed Religion, 
and the Liberty of the Subje& z and 

that in purſuance thereo*, a Popiſh 

Army hath been raiſed, and now is on 

| foot 1n divers parts of this Kingdom : 
{ And have further in a ſolemn manner 
| Declared, Vowed, and Covycnanted, 
That in order to the fecurity and pre- 
_ ſervation of the &rue Proceſtant Re- 
a ligion , and Liberty of-the Subject, 
they will not conſent to the laying 

down of Arms, {o long as the Papiſts 

now in open War againlt the Parlia- 

ment, ſhall by force of Arms be pro- 

rected from the Tuſtice thereof. . And 

whereas the Lords and Commons 

have Declarcd, That there hath been a 

| treacherous and horrid Defign larely 
| - diſcovered, by the great bleſſing, and 
; ſpzciall Providence of Gad, of divers 

| perſons ro joyn themſelves with the 
Armies raiſed by the King,and to de- 

ftroy the Forces raiſed: by the Lords 

and Commags im Parliament, to ſur- 

priſe the Cities of : London and Weſt- 

minjter , with the Suburbs/,. and by 

AF Arms 


(10") 

Arms to force the Parliament : And 
the ſaid Lords and Commons finding 
by conſtant experience , that many 
wayes of force and treachery are con- 
rinually attempted , to bring to utter. 
ruine and deſtruRion the Parliament 
and Kingdom, and that whieh.is dear- 
eſt,the true Proteſtant Religion : And 
that for the preventing,and withſtan- | 
ding the ſame, they have _ fit, | 
That all who are true hearted , and 
lovers of their Countrey,ſhuuld binde 
themſelves each to other in a ſacred 
Vow and Covenant , in manner and 
form as followeth, and accordingly : 


*A.B. in humility and reverence of | 
the Divine Majeſty, declare my hear= - 
ty ſorrow for my. own fins, and the |, 

, fins of this Natiun, which have de- 4 * 
ſerved the Calamities and Tudgements + 
that now lie upcn itz And my true in-- 
tention is, by Gods grace to endeayor 
the amendment of. my own wayes 
And that 1 de abhor and dereft the 
Tad wicked and treacherous Deſign 
larely diſcovered ; And that I never 
gave nor. will give. my. affent to the 

execution 


\ 


II ) 
execution thereof, but will according 
to my power and Vocation ,' oppoſe 
and refiſt the fame,and all other of rhe 
like nature: And in caſe any ether 
like Deſign ſhall hereafter come to my 
knowledge , 1 will make ſuch timel 
diſcovery as I hall conceive may be 
conduce to the preventing thrreof. 
And whercas I do in my conſcience 
beleeve , That the Forces Raiſed by 
the two Houſcs of Parliament are 
raiſed and continued for their juſt Dc= 
fence, and for the Defence of the true 
Proteſtant Religion and Libertics of 
the Subje, againſt" the Forces raiſed 
by the King : 1 do here in the pre- 
ſence of Almighty God, Declare, 
Vow, and Coyenant, That I will, 


- according to my. power and vocation, 


aMift the Forces raiſed iy continued 
by Both Houſes of Parliament , a- 


- . gainſt the Forccs raiſed by the King 


without their conſent ; 1nd will like- 
wiſe aflift all other perſons thac ſhall 
take this Oath, in what they ſhall do 
in purſuance thereof; nd will nor 
diretly or indireRly adhere unto, 
nor ſhall willingly. aſt the Forces 

raiſcd 
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raiſed by rhe King without the con- 
ſent of both Houſes of Parliament. 
And this Vow and Covenant I make 
in the preſence of Almighty God, 
the Searcher of all hearts, with a true 
intention to perform the ſame, as I 
ſhall anſwer at the great Day , when 
the ſecrets of all hearts ſhall be dif- 


cloſed. 


ee eee ee 


Come - 


. 
. 
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Omeglet us joyn our ſclues to the Lord 

in a perpetuall Covenaut , that ſhall 

20s be forgotten, Tefe. 50. 5. Take away 

thc wicked from before the King, and his 

" Throne ſhall be eſtabliſhed in righteouſ= 

7 zeſſe, Prov. 25. 5. And all Fudah rc- 
joyced at thc Oath , for they had ſworn d 

with all their heart, and ſought him with 

« » Thcir wyole deſire, and he was found of 

them ; and the Lord gave them teſt 

round about, 2 Chron. 15. 15. 


The excellent Uſefulneſle 


» of this Covenanr. 


Nion with God, Conformity 

/ to God, and Vnity of the 
three Kingdoms , are things 

moſt deſireable: In the firſt we are, 
happy : In the ſecond holy : In the 
third is ſtrength , peace and ſafety. 
Theſe are the kindly fruits of this . 
Covenant,and a Coyenant that brings 
forth theſe, how gladly ſhould ir be 
: | embraced 


EE EEE 
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enbracedand how willingly receiyed? 
They.are lovely Bands that binde us 

to be happy,holy, and ſafe. The hearr 

of man 1s backſliding, and a Coyenant 

is likea hedge or wall ro top us from 
going back : it being a goodand 1rady | 
anſwer to a tempter or tentation: How 
ſhall T do this, and break my Cove- | 
nant ? Surely we have been too looſe 
toward God, having almoſt loſt a Re- 
ligion, roo looſe in our lives, and too 
diſ-united among ourſelves: and weH + 
it may be thought, - that a main end of | 
this Rod which now lyes upon us , is 
to beat us into this Covmanant ; thar 
thereby we may be knit faſter. to God, 
to holineſſe, and each to other by this 
Band of Vnity. Yet the taking, 15 not 
the chiefpart of a Coyenant , but the +; 
keeping. The benefits of a Covenant 

are then ſure and ſtedfait to us , when 

we arc Redfaſt in the Cuvenant : Now 

a main cauſe of unſtedfaſtneſſe in the 
Covenant, is forgetfulneſſe of it. To 
prevent this, the Covenant is preſenr- 

ed in this form that being ſer up before 

us, it may be daily (cen, and by ſeeing 
remembred, and by remembring per- 

formed ; 


| re } 

” formed: And LES lerus remember 
this 3 that all the wayes of Godare 
mercy and truth to them that fear him: 
and keep his Coy2nant, Bur becuule no 

| man is ſtrong in his own ſtrength, let 

1s ſeek ſtrength of Him who is both 

*\ our ſtrength and our Redeemer , that 

by Him we may be enabled.to keep 

our Covenant with him , that ſo he 

| may delight to dwell with us , to be 

| called our Ged,and to call us his peo- 

; ple; upon which happy condirion,at- 

rend Peace, Proſferity,and all bleflings 

of Heaven and Earth , temporall.and 
ecernall.. 


VVEEN oblemen, Barons, Knights, 
Gentlemen, Citizens, Burgcſſes, 

» Minifters of the Goffel, and-Commons of 
| all ſorts in the Kingdoms of England, 
Scotland,aud Treland,by the Providence 
of-God,living under one King, and bcing 
of oue Reformed Religion, haviug beforc 
our-eyes the glory of God, and the ad- 
vancement of tbe Kingdom of our Lord 
end Saviour Feſus (hrift,the honour and 
bappineſſe of the Kings Majeſty, and His 
Poſterity, and the truc publique Liherty, 
| Safety 


of 
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Safety and Peace of the Kingdoms,where- 

in every oncs private condition # incly= 

ded ; aud calling to minde the treacherous 

and bloody plots , conffiracies, attempt s, 
and praftices of the Enemies of God, a- 

gainſt the truc Religion, aud profeſſours 
thereof in all places, cfecially tn theſe 
three Kingdoms ever fince the Reforma- 
tion of Religion,and how much their rage, 
power and preſumption,are of late, and at 
this time increaſed and exerciſcd ; rwhere= 
of the dejlorabls cftate of the Church and 
Kingdom 6f Ireland, the diſtreſſed eſtate 
of the Church and Kingdom of England, 
and the dangerous eſtate of the Church and 
Kingdom of Scotlandzare preſent:£# pub- 

like Teſt imonics;we have now at laſt, (af- 
rer other means of Supplication, Remon- 
ſtrance, Proteſtations, and Sufferings) for 
the preſcr vation of our ſelves &our Relt- 
giou, from utter ruine aud Deſtyutt;on, 
according to the commendable pradtice of 
theſe Kingdoms in former times , and the 
Example of Gods people 7n other Nations; 
_ mature deliberation , reſolved and 

ctermined to enter into a mutuall and $9- 

temne League and Covenant, wherein we 
4/l ſubſcrihc, and each one of us for him- 


felf, 


< ax 


#,, > 5 
ſelf, with our hands lifted up to the moſt 
high God, do Swear : | 


I, Hat we ſhall fincerely,really & 
"nanny, through the Grace 
of God, indeavor in our ſeve- 

rall places & callings,the preſervation 
of the reformed religion in the Church * 
of Scotland, in Dofrine, Worſhip, Di- 
ſciplineand Governtacnt, againſt our 
commen Enemies,the Reformation of 
Religion in the Kingdoms of England 
and Ireland, in De@rine , Worſhip, 
Diſcipline, and Government , accor- 
ding to-rh& Word of God,and the Ex- 
ample of the beſt Reformed Churches; 
And ſhall indeayour to bring the 
Churches of God in the three King- 
doms,to the neareſt Conjun&ion and 
Vniformity in Religion, Confeſſion 


.., of Faith,form of Church government, 


DireQory for Worſhip and Catechi- 
Zing : That we and our Poſterity after 
us, may as Brethren, live in Faith and 
Love, and the Lord m:y delight ro 
dwell in the midſt of us. 

IL. That we ſhall in like manner, 


without reſpe& of perſons, —_—_ 
the 


(18) 
the extirpation of Popery , Prelacy, 
(that is, Church-gevernment,by Arch 
Biſhops, Biſhops, their Chauncellors 
and Commiſſaries, Deans, Deans and. 
Chapters, Arch-Deacons, and all other 
Ecclefiaſticall Officers depending on \ 
that Hieearchie) Superſtition, Herefie, +» 
Schiſm, Prophaneneſſe, and whatſoever 
ſhall be found ro be contrary to ſound 
Dedrine, and the power of Gudli- 
nefle ; leſt we partake in other mens. | 
fins, and thereby be in danger to re= * 
ceive of their plagues, and that the 
Lord ny be one, and his Name one 
in the three Kingdoms. 

IIt. We fhall with the ſame lince- | 
rity, reality, and conflaney, in our fe- | 
vcrall Vocations,. endeavogr with our - 
Eſtates and. Lives, mutually to pre- 
ſcrye the Rights and Priviledges of 
the Parliament , and the Liherties of 
the Kingdoms, and to preſcrve and de- 
fend the Kings Majcfties perſon and 
Authority in the preſervation and de- 
fence of the true Religion, and Liber= | 
ties of the Kingdoms , that the world 
may bear Witnefle with our conſcicn- 
ces of our loyalty,and that we have. no 

thoughts 


4 
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thoughts-or intentions to diminiſh his 
Majefties juſt power and Greatnefe. 
TV. We ſhall alſo with all faith- 
fulnefſe endeavour the diſcovery of all 
ſuch as have been, or ſhall be Incendi- 
aries, Malignants, or evil Inſtruments, 
by hindring the Refarmition of Re- 
ligion , dividing the King from his- 
People, or one of the Kingdoms from 
| another , or making any- Pation or 
- | parties amongſt the people, contrary 
to this League and Covenant,thar they 
may be bronght to publique triall, and 
receive condigne puniſhment , as the 
degree of their offences ſhill require or 
deſerye, or the Supream Iudicatories 
of both Kingdoms reſpeRively , or 
others, having power from them for 
that effe&; ſhall judze convenient. 
V. And whereas: the happinefſe of 
a blefled Perce berween theſe King- 
doms, denied in former times to our 
Progcnitors , is by the good: Provi- 
dence of God, granted unto us, and 
hach been larly concluded and ſettled 
by oth” Parliaments, we ſhall each 
one of us, according to our. place and 
intereſt, endeavour that they may re- 
main 


4 
« 
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main conjoyned in a firm Peace and 
Vnion to all Poſtericy 3 And that Tu- 
ſtio2 may be done upon the wilful!l 
Oppoſers thereof,in manner exprefied 
in the preſent Articlcs. 

VI. We ſhall alſo, according to our 
places and callings, in this Comman 
Cauſe of Religion, Liberty and Veace 
of the Kingdoms , aſſiſt and defend 
all thoſe that enter into this League 
and Coyenant, in the maintaining and 
purſuing thereof , and ſhall not ſuffer 
our ſelves, dire&ly or indireQly, by 
whatſoever combination , perſwaſion 
or terror,to be divided,and withdrawn 
from this blefled Vnion and Conjun- 
Rion, whether ro make defection to 
th: conrrary part, or give our ſelves to 
a deteſtable indifferency or neutrality 
in this Cauſe,which ſo much concern- 
ech the glory of God, the good of the 
Kingdoms, and Honour of the King ; 
bur ſhall all the dayes of our lives, 
_ zealoufly and conſtantly continue 
therein againft all oppoſition , and 
promote the ſame according to our 
power , aginlt all Lets and Imped:- 
ments whatſoever 3 and what we are 

nor 


2) 
not able. our ſelves to ſupprefſe or-0- 
vercome , we ſhall revealeand make 
known,that it may be timely prevent- 
ed or removed ; All which we ſhall 
do as in the ſight of God. 


And becaule- theſe Kingdoms are 
enilty of many fins and \provecations 
againſt 'God and-his Son Teſus Chriſt, 
as is too manifeſt by our -preſenr di- 
ſrefles and dangers,the'fruirs thereof : 
We profecfle and declare before God 
- |- andthe world our unfained defire to 
be hambled for our own fins, and for 
the fins of theſe Kingdoms;eſpecially, 
that we have nor. as we ought, valued / 
the incſtimable benefit of the' Goſpel, 
| that we have not laboured for the pu- 
| rity & power thereof,and that we have 
not indeayoured 'to receive 'Chriſt in 
| our hearts, nor to walk worthy of him 
in our lives, which are the cauſes of 0- 
ther fins and tranſgreſſions , ſo much 
abounding amongſt us 3 And our true- 
and unfeigned purpoſe;defire:& ingdea- 
vour for our ſelves & all orhers under 
our power & charge, both in publique 
and in private, in all dutics we owe to 
God and man, to amend our —_— 

cac 
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( 22 | 
each one to go-before another in the . | 
example of a reall Reformation, rhar 
the Lord may turn away his wrath and 
heavy indignation, and eſtabliſh thefe 
Churches and Kingdoms.in truth and 
peace. And this Covenant we make in | 
the-preſence of Almighty God, the _. 

ſearcher of all hearts,with a true inten- 
tion to perform the ſame , as we ſhall 
anſwer at that great Day, when the ſe- 
.crets of all hearts ſhall be diſcloſed, 
Moſt humbly beſeeching the Lord to 
ſtrengthen us by his Holy Spirit for 
this end,and to blefſe our detires and 
roceedings with ſuch ſucceſle,as may 
edcliverance and fafety to his people, 
and ineouragement to other Chriſtian 
Churches, groaning under, or in dan- 
ger of the-yoak of Antichriſtian tyran- 
nyzto joyn in the lame,or like Aſloci- | 
ation and Covenant , to the glory of 
God, the inlargement of the Kingdom 
of Teſus Chrif » and the Peacc and 
Tranquilicy of Chriftian Kingdoms | 
and Common wealths. | 


_—_ 4 
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An Ordinance of the 
Lords and Commons Aſ- 


 ſembled in Parliament; With 


InftruRions for the taking of 
the League and Covenant in 
the Kingdom of England 

and Dominion 
Wales. \ = 


Hereas a Covenant for the 
preſervation and Refor- 
mation of Religion, The 
maintenance and defence of Laws and 
Liberties , hath been thought a fir and 
excellent meancs to acquire rhe fa- 
vour of Almighty God towards the 
three Kingdoms of England, Scotland, 
and Ireland ; and likewiſe to Vnite 


rhem,and by uniting,to ſtrengthen and 


fertifie them againſt the Common- 
Enemy of the trne Reformed Religi- 


on, 


£ n. ity of thefl 
on, e'y an pro poity © ele 
Kingdoms 3 And whereas both Houles 
of Parliament in England, the Cities 
of London and Weſtminſter , and the 
Kingdom of Scotlani{ have already 
taken the ſame ; It is now Ordered 
and Ordained by the Lords and 
Commons in Parliament z That-the 
ſame Covenant be ſolemnly taken in 
all places throughout the Kingdom of 
England , and Do minion of Wales. 
And for the better and more orderly 
taking thereof, theſe direQions enſu - 
ing,are appointed and enjoined ftrit= 
ly to be tollowed, 
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Inſtruitions for the taking of 
the Solemue League and Co- 


veuant throughout the King- 
dome. 


I. 'T'Hat the Speakers of both Houſes 
of Parliament do ſpeedily ſend 

(to the .Lord Generall , and al other 
Commanders in chief, and Gover- 
nours of Towncs , Forts, Caſtles, 
and Garriſons, as alfo to the Earl of 
WarwickLord High Admirall of Eng- 
land) true Copies of the Solemne 
League and Coyenant , to the end it 
nay be raken by all Officers #ad foul- 
diers under their ſeverall Commands. 
II. That all the Knights and But- 
gefles now in Pxliament,do take ſpe- 
_ ciall care ſpeedily to ſend down into 
their ſeyerall Counties ( whieharc or 
thail b-reafter be under the power of 
the Partiament) a competeng number 
of true Copies of the ſaid League and 
Covenant, unto the Committees of 
Parliament in their ſeverall Counties; 
And that the ſaid Committees do 
Within 


(26) 
within {ix dayes at the moſt diſperſe 
the ſaid Copies to eycry pariſh church 
or Chappel in the ſeverall Connties, 
to be. delivered unto the Miniſters, 
Church-wardens, or Conſtables of 
the ſeverall Pariſhes. 

III. That the ſaid Committecs be 
required to return a certificate of thc 
day when they received the ſaid co- 
pics , as alſo the day they ſent them 
forth, and to what Pariſhes they have 
ſent them, 'which certificate they arc 
to return to the Clerk of the Parlia- 
ment , appointed tor the Commons 
Houſe , that ſo an accompt may bc 
given of it, as there ſhall be occaſion. 

IV. That the ſeverall Miniſters be 
a_ to read the ſaid Covenant 
publikely unto their people the next 
Lords day after they receive it, and 
Prepare their people for it, againſt the. | 
time that they ſhalbe called to take it, 

V. Thar the ſaid League and Cove- | 
nant be taken by the Committees of 
Parliament in the place where they re- | 
fide, and tendred alſo to the Inhabi- 
Unts of the Town, within ſeven daies 
aftcr it comes to the ſaid Committees 

hands, VI. That ) 


<a. . 
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VT. That the ſaid Committees, at- 
ter they have-taken it themſelyes, do 
ſpeedily diſperſe themſelves through 
the ſaid counties, ſo as three or four 
of them be together on dayes appoin= 
ted at the chief places of meeting for 
the ſeverall divitions of the ſaid cour- 
ties ; And ſummon all the Minifters, 
Church - wardens, Conftables, ang o- 
thcrOfficers unto that placezwhere,af- 
ter a Sermon preached by one appoin- 
ted by the Committee for that pur- 
pole , they cauſe the ſame Miniſter to 
tender the League and Coyenant unto 
all ſuch Minifters and other Officers, 
to be taken and ſubſcribed by them, in 
the preſence of the ſaid Committees. 
VII. That the ſaid Committecs 
do withall give the ſaid Miniſters 
in Charge to tender it unto all the : 
: reſt of their Pariſhioners the next | 
Lords Day , making then unto. vheir / 
ſaid Pariſhioners ſome ſolemn exhor- 
tation concerning the taking and ob- 
ſerving therof; and that the ſaid Com- 
mitrees do alſo return to the ſeverall 
Pariſhes, rhe names of all ſuch as have 
taken the Covenant before them, who 
| © yet 
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yet ſhall alſo ſubſcribe their names in 
the Book or Roll with their mo 


in their ſeyerall Pariſhes : And if any 
Niniſter refuſe or negle& to appear at 
the ſaid ſummons,or refuſe to rake the 
ſaid Covenant before the Committee, 
or to render it to his Pariſh, that then 


the Committees be carefull to appoint* 


another Miniſter to do it in his place. 

VIII. That the League and Co- 
yenant be tendred toall men , within 
the ſeverall Pariſhes , above the age of 
cighteen-as wel lodgers 3s inhabitants. 

IX. That it be recommended to the 
earl of Mancheſter, to rake ſpeciall care 
that it be tendered and taken in the 
Vniverſity of Eambridge. _ 

X. Thar for the better incourage- 
ment of all ſorts of Perſons to take it; 
It be recommended to the aſſembly of 
Divines to make 2 brief Declaration, 
by way of Exhortation, te all ſorts of 
Perſons to take it as that which they 
judge not only lawfull, Bur, (all things 
contidered ) exc2eCing cxpedient and 
necefſary,for all that wiſh well to Re- 
ligion , the King and Kingdom to 
joyn in, and to be a ſingular pledge of 

ods 
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Gods gricious goodnefle to all the 

three Kingdoms. 

XT. That if any Miniſter do refuſe to 
take, or to tender the Covenant,or any 
other perſon or perſons d? act take it 
the Lorys day that it is tenured , that 
then ic be rendred to them again the 
Lords day following, and if they till 
continue torefnſe it, rhat then their 

' names be returned by the Miniſter 

> that renders it , and by the Church- | 
warJens,orConſtables unto the Com- 
mittees , and by them to the Houle of 
Commons , thar ſuch further courſe 
may be taken with them,as the Houſes 
of Parliament ſhall ſee cauſe. 

XII That all ſuch perſons as are 
within the ſeverall Parithes ,when ng- 
tice is given of thetaking of it, adds 
abſent themſelves from the Church at 
the time of taking it, and come nor in 
afterwards to the Miniſter & Church- 
watdens,or other Officers to take it in 
their preſence before the return be 
made, be returned as retuſers. 

The manner of the taking it to be 
| thus: The Miniſter 10 rcad phe whole 
Covenant diflinitly and audably in the 

| B 3 , Pulpit 
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Pulpit, and during the time of reading 
thereof, the whole Congregation to be un- 
eoucrcd, and at the cud of his reading 
thereof, all to take it ſtandivg, lifring up 
their Right bands bare, aud then after- 
wards to ſubſcribe it ſcverally by writing 
their names (or therr m irhs,towhich their 
namcs are to be added) in a parchment 
Roll,or a Bock,ywherciito the Covenant ts 
to be inſerted urpoſcly provided for that 
end, and kept as a Record in the Pariſh, 

" XIII), That the. Aﬀembly of Di- 
vines do prepare an Exhortation for 
the better taking of the Coyenane: And 
that the aid Exhortation and the De- 
clarztion of the Kingdoms of England 
and Scotland,joyned in the Arnuies,for 
the vindicarion and defence. of their 
Religion , Liberties and Lawes , 4- 
pink the Popiſh Prelaticall and Ma- 
ignant party,and paſſed the 30.cf Ian. 
laſt, be publikely read, when the Co- 
venant is read, according to the fourth 
and ſixth Articles : And that a ſuſfici- 
ent number of Copies of the ſaid De- 
claration be ſent by the pcrſons ap- 
pointed to ſend the true Copies of the 
laid Coyenant, in the firſt and ſecond 
Articles. FINES. 
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An Exvaortation to the takins of wultes b, 
the Solemn Leagae and ' Co-plilep N ', 
venant , for Reformation aud 
Defence of Religion, the Ho- 
nour and happineſſe of the 
King, and the Peare and ſafe- 

- ty of the three Kingdoms of 
England, Scotland, ard Ire- 
land, . 


F the power of Religion, or ſolid 

Reaſon, if Loyalty to the King , 

and piety to their native Countrey, 
or love to themſelves , and naturall 
affe&Qion to their poſterity, if the Ex- 
» | -* ample of men touched with a deep 
ſerie of all thele, or Extraordinary 
ſuccefle from Go\ thereupon, can a= 
waken an embroyled bleeding rem- 
nant to imbrace the ſoveraigne and 
 onely means of their recovery there 
' can be no doubt but this Solemn 
B 4 League 
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League and Covenant wil find where- 
ſoever it ſhall be tendred , a people 
ready to entertain it with all cheerful - 
neſſe and duty. 

And were it not commended to the 
Kingdom by the concurrent encou- 
ragement of the Honourable Hou» 
fes of Parliament , the Aſſembly of 
Divines, the renowned City of Lou- | 
d01,mulritudes of other perſons of e- 3 
minent rank and quality in th:'s Na- 
tion,and the whole Body ot Scotland, <. 
who haye all willingly ſworn and ſub- 
ſcribed it, with rejoycing at the Oath, 

Jo graciouſly ſeconded from Heaven 
already, by blaſting the Counſels, and 
breaking the power of th: Enemy 
more than ever ; yet it goeth forth in 
irs own ſtrength, wit!: ſuch convincing 
evidence of F-11ity, Trath and Righ- 
teoulnelic, 25 miy rae in all (not 
wilfuiiy :gncr1nt, or miſerably ſedn- 
c-d } 1ntiitmed atT-&ions tro joyn 
with their Brethren in this happy 
Bond, for putting an end to the pre- 
ſent miſcri:s, and for ſaving both of 
King and Kingdom fromuttcr rune, 
now ſo ſtrongly and openly pm 


d2 


CZ i; 
by the Popiſh faRion, and ſuch as haye 
been bewirched and beſotred by that 
viperous and bloody generation. = 
For what is there almof in this 
Covenant,which was not for ſubſtance 
cither expreſſed or manifeſtly inclu- 
| ded in that ſolemn Proteſtation of 
| May 5. 1 6.4 1. wherein the whole 
' . Kingdom ftands ingage1 untill this 
day ? The ſinfull negle& whereof , 
<j} « doth (as we may juſtly fear) open one 
| floodgate the more to let in all theſe 
calamitics upon the Kingdom , and 
caſt upon it a neceſlity of renewing 
Covenant, and of - entring into this. 

If it be'faid, the extirpation of Pre- 
lacy, to wit, the whole Hieratchicall 
Government (ſtanding, as yet, by the 
known Laws of the Kingdom) is 
new, and unwarrantable : "This will 
appear to all imparciall undcrſtand- 
ings,(though new) ro be not onely 
warrantable, bur neceſſary ; , if they 
conſider (to omit what ſome ſay, thac 
this Government was never formally 
Eſtabliſhed by any Laws of this 
* Kingdom, at all) that the very life and 
ſoul thereof is already : Ws from * 
5 Y 
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by an A& paſſed this preſent Parlia- 
ment; {o as (like Fexabels Carcaſle, of 
which no more was left but the skull, 
the feet, and the palms of her hands) 
nothing cf jurildition remains but. 
what is precarious in them , and vo- 
luntary in thoſe wko ſubmit unto 
them : that their whole Govern- 
ment is at beſt but a humane conſti- 
tion, and ſuchas is forind and ad- 
judged by both Houſes of Parliament, 
(in which , the judgement of the 
whole Kingdome is inyolyed and 
declared) not onely very prejudiciall 
ro the Ciyill State, but a great hinde- 
rance alſo to the perfe&t Refurmation 
of Religion; Yea,who knoweth it not . 
to be too much an enemy rthereunto, 
and deſtrutive to the power of God-. 
linefle,and pure adminiſtration of the 
Ordinances of Chriſt ? which moved 
the well-affeed, almoſt throughout 
this Kingdom, long ſince to Petition 
this Parliament ( as hath been de- 
Doe _ £ _ in the Reign of 

ueen El/i7abeth and of King Fames) 
for. a torall abolition of i rs 
Ner is any man hereby bound to offer 
any 


any violence to their perſons,but one= 
ly, in his place and calling, ro endea- 
your their extirpation in a lawfull 
way. 

And as for thoſe Clergy-men, who. 
pretend that they (aboye all other) 
cannot (,ovenant to extirpate that Go- 
vernmenr, becauſe they Loop (as they 
ſay) taken a ſolemn Oath to obey the 
Bifhops, 71 licitis & honeſtis : "They 
cin tell, if they pleaſe, that they that 
| have ſworn obedicnce to the Laws of 
| the Land, are not thereby prohibited 
trom indeavouring by all Lawfull 

means, the abolition of thoſe Laws, 

when they prove inconyenient or 
miſchievous. And if yet there ſhould 
any Oath be found, into which any 
Miniſters or others have entred , not 
warranted by the Laws of God and 
the Land, in this caſe, they muſt teach 
them ſelves and othcrs,that ſuch Oaths 
- call for repentance, nor pettinacy in 

them. | 
Tf it be pleaded that this Covenant 
crofleth the Oaths of Supremacy and 
eAllegiance 3 there can be nothing 
further from truth : for, this ({ovenarit 
x bindes. 
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bindes all,and more ſtrongly engageth 
them to preſerve and defend the Kings 
Majeſties Perſou, and Authority, in tbe 
preſervation and defence of the true 
Religion and Liberties of the King- 
doms. 

That ſcruple, that this is done with- 
out the Kings conſent, will ſoon be 
removed, if it be remembred, that the 
Protcftation of the fifth of May before 
mentioned, was in the ſame manner 
voted and executed by both Houles, 
and after (by ordcr of one Houſe 
alone) ſent abroad to all the King- 
dom , His Majeſty not excepting 
againſt it, or giving any ſtop ro the 
taking of it, albeit h2 was then Reſi- 
dent in Perſon at White-hall. 

Thus Ezra and Nehemiah drew all 
the people into a Covenant , Withour 
any ſpeciall Commiſſion from the 
Perfian Monarchs (then their Sove- 
raigns) ſo to do, albeit they were nor 
free SubjeRs, bur Vaſlals, and one of 
them the menial] Servant of Artax- 
erxes , then by Conqueſt King of 
Fudah alſo. 2D 

Nor hath this doRrine or priftiſe 


reen 
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' been deemed ſeditious or warrant 
able by the Ptincts.that have (are upon 
che Engliſh-Phrone, but juſtified and 
defended by «Queen Elizabcth of bleſ- 

ſed memory, with the expence of - 
much Tre:fure and Noble blood, in 
- the unitcd Provinces of the Nether- 
Linds, combined not onely without, 
bur agamſt the unjuſt violence of 
Philip of Spain 3 King Fames follow - 
cd her ſteps, fo far as ro approve their 
union. and to enter into League with 
them as free Stavres 3 which is con- 
tinued by His Majeſty now reigning, 
unto this day ; who both by his ex- 
pedition for relief of Rochell in 
France, and his. ſtrit confederacy 
with the Prince of Orange, and the 
States Generall, notwithſtanding all 
the importunity of Spain to the con- 
trary, hath ſet to his Seal, that all 
that had been done by His Royall 
Ancefters, in maunenance of thoſe 
who had ſo engaged and combined 
themſelves , was juſt and warran- 

table. 

And what had become of the Re- 
ligion, Laws, and Liberties, = w 
er 
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Siſter Nation of Scotland, had they * 
not centred into ſucha ſolemn League 
and - Covenant at the beginning of the 
late troubles there 3 which courſe, 
however it was at firſt, by the Popiſh 
and Prelatick Proje&ors, repreſented 
to His Majeſty as an offence of the _n 
higheſt nature, juſtly deſerving cha- 
ſtiſement' by the fury of a puiſſint 
Army ; yet when the matcer came 
afterwards in cool blood to be debated, 
rſt by Commiſſioners of both King« = * ” 
doms. , and then -in. open Parliament | 
here, (when all thoſe of eithes Houſe, 
who are now engaged at Oxford, were 
preſent in Parliament, and gave their 
Votes therein) it was found, adjudged 
and declared by the King in Parlia- 
ment, That our dear Brethren of Scot- 
land had done nothing, but what be- 
came Loyall and obedient SubjeRs, 
and were thereupon by A& of Parlia- 
ment , publikely righted in all the 
Churches of this Kingdom, where 
they had been defamed. 

- Therefore however ſome men ,: 
hoodwinkt and blinded, by the Arti- 
fces of thoſe Ieſuiticall Engineers, 

who 


39 
who-haye long conſpired to ſacrifice. 
our Religion to the Idolatry of Rome, 
our Laws, Libzrties, and perſons -to 
Arbitrary flavery, and our Eſtates to 
their inſatiable Avarice, may poſlibly 
be deterred and amuſed with high 
Threats and Declarations, flying up 
and down on the wings of the Royall 
Name and Countenance ( now cap-. 
tivated and proftituted to ſerve all 
their luſts) to Proclaim all m_ 
and Traytors, who take this Cob. 
nent 3 yet let no faithfull Englith . 
heart be afraid to joyn. with our Bre- 
thren of all the three Kingdoms in 
this Solemn League, as ſomerimes the 
men of Iſrael (although under ano. 
ther King, did with the men of 
Fudab ) ar the invitation of Hezekiah, 
2 Chron. 30. 

What though thoſe tongues ſet @n 
fire by Hell do rail and threaten ? 
That God who was pleaſed toclear 
up the innocency of HMordecai and the: 
Tews againft all the malicious aſper- 
hons of wicked Hamin to his. and 
their Soveraign, ſo as all his. plotting 
produced but this effe& ,, Thar _ 

T2; 
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the Kings comm andment dud decree drew 

zcer to be put in exeextion, 4nd the cnc- 

mies of the Fews hoped to have power 

over them, it was turned to the contrary, 

and the Fews had rule over thent that 

hated them, aud laid hands on ſuch as 
ſought their hurt,ſo asno man could with= 

ſtand them, Eſth.g. and that ſamc God, 

who but evcn as yeſterday , youch- 
ſafed to diſperſe and ſcatter thoſe dark 
clouds and fogs which overſhadowed «', 
that Loyall and Religious Kingdom | 
of Scotland, and to make their righ- 
teonſneſſe to ſhine as clear as the Sin 

at noon day , in the very eyes of their 
oreateſt enemies , will doubtlefſcly 
ſtand by all thoſe who with fingle- 
nefle of heart; and a due ſenſe of their 

own. (ins, and a' neceſſity of Refor- 
mation, ſhall now enter into an cver- 
lafting Covenant with the Lord, never 

to be forgotten, to pur an cnd to all 

thoſe unhappy and unnatural breaches 
between the King , and ſuch as are 
faithfull in the Land ; caufing their 
righteouſneſſe and praiſe to Fring forth 
before all: the Nations, to the terrour 

and confuſion of thoſe men of blood, 
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\ ,, the confederate enemies of God and 
the King, who have long combined, 
and have now raked together the dregs - 
and ſcum of many Kinzdoms , to 
buy all the glory, hyn-ur and liberty 
of this Nation, in the cternall Grave 
of diſhonour and deſtiuRion. 


LA LLALEEIEALEL SA: 
Die Veneris, 9. Febr. 1643. 


AN Emvortazion rovehing the ttking 

of the Svlemn League 4nd Cove- 
nant, 4nd for ſatisfying of ſuch "ertples, 
45 may ariſe inthe taking of it, was this 
day read the fir(t and ſecond time 3 and 
by Vote nyon the Dneſtion aſſented unto, 
and Orderel to be forthwith Printed. > 4 
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An Ordinance of the Lords and 
Commons aſſembled in Par li- 
ament, for the better Obſerva- 
tiow of the LoRD $-DA Y, 


Oraſmuch as the Lords day, nor- | 
withſtanding ſeyerall good Laws |. 
. heretofore made , hath becn not | 
wy grearly prophaned,but divers un- 
godly Books have been. publiſhed by 
the Prehaticall fa&tion,againit the Mo- 
F rality.of that Day, and to counte- 
Nance the. prophanation of. the ſame, 
to the manifcit indangering of Souls, 
prejudice of the true Religion, great 
diſhonour of Almighty God,and pro- 
vocation of his ju wrath and indig- + | - 
nation againſt this Land ; -The Lords | 
aud Commons for remedy thereof , 
do Order and Ordain , and be it Or: 
dered and Ordained, That all the 
Laws cnacted, and in force, concer- 
ning the Obſervation of the Lords 
gay, 
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day , be carefully put in execution 3 
and that all and {ngular perſon and 
perſons whatſoever, thall on every 
Lords day , apply themfelves to the 
ſanCification ot the ſame , by exerci- 
fing themſelves thereon, in the datics 
of Picty and t1u2 Religion, publikely 
and priyatcly : And that no perſon or 
perſons whatſoever , ſhall publikely 
cry, ſhew forth, expoſe to ſale, any 
Wares, Merchandizcs, Fruit, Herbs, 
Goods or Chattels whatſoever , upon 
the, Lords day, or any part thereof 3 
upon pain, thar every perſon ſo offen« 
ding, ſhall forfeit the ſame Goods ſo 
cryed, ſhewed forth, or put .to fale: 
And that no perſon or perſons whatſo» 
ever, ſhall, without reaſonable cauſe 
for the ſame, Trayell, carry Burthens, 
or doany worldly laboury , or work 
whatſoever, upon that day or any part 
thereof ; upon pain, that every one 
travelling contrary to the meaning of 
this Ocdinance, thall forfeit for eyery 
offence , ten ſhillings of lawfull mo- 
ney ; and that eyety perſon carry ing 
any burden, or doing any worldly 
labour or work, contrary to the mean- 

ing, 
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ing hereof, ſhall forfeit five ſhillings of 
like money for every ſuch offence. 
And be in iurther Ordained, That no 
perſon or perſons ſhall hereafter upon 
the Lords day , uſe, cxerciſc » keeps 
maintain, or be preſent at any wreſt- 
ry , Bowling, Ringing of 
Bells for plcaſure or paſtime, Maſque, 
Wake,otherwiſe calledFeaſts, Church- 
Ale, Dancing, Games, Sport or pa- 
Kime whatſoever ; upon pain, that e- 
very perſon ſo offending, being above 
the age of Fourteen years, ſhall loſe 
and forfeit five ſhillings for every ſach 
offence. And be it further Ordained, 
thar all and {ingular perſon & perſons, 
that have the care government, tuition 
or education of any childe or children, 
under or within the age of Fourteen 
years , ſhall forfeir and loſe twelye 

enc2 for eyery of the ſaid offences 
that ſhall be committed by any. ſuch 
childe and chitdren. And becauſe the 

rophanation of the Lords day hath 

en heretofore greatly occafioned by 
May-polcs ( a Heatheniſh yanity, ge- 
nerally abuſcd to ſuperſtition and wic- 
tednefſe,) The Lords and Commons 


do 
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do further Order and Ordain, that all 
and ſingular May-poles, that are, or 
ſhall be ereRed, ſhall be taken down, 
and removed by the Conſtables, Bor- 
ſholders, Tyching-men, petty Con- 
ſtables , and Church-wardens of the 
Pariſhes and places where the ſame bez 
and that no May-pole ſhall be hereaf- 
ter ſet up, erected, or ſuffered to be 
| within this Kingdom of England, or 
| Dominion of Wales. And it is fur- 
|, ther Ordained, that if any of the ſaid 
Officers ſhall negle& to do their of- 
| ficein the premiſtes, within one week 
| after noticeof this Ordinance, every 
| ef them for ſuch neglcR ſhall forfeir 
five ſhillings of Jawfull moneys ; and 
ſo frem week to week, weekly five 
ſhillings more afterwatdstill the ſaid 
May-pole ſhall be taken down and re- 
moved, And thar if any Iuſtice of 
the Peace of the County, or the chief 
Officer or Officers, or any Iuſtice of 
the Peace, of, er within'any City,Bur- 
rough, or Town Corporate , where 
the {aid offences ſhall be committed 
upon his or their yiew, or confeſlion 
of the party, or proof of any one or 
mere 
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more witneſſes by oath ( which the © - 
fiid Iuftice, chief Officer or Officers, 
is by this Ordinance authoriſed to 
miniſter) ſhall find any perſon offen- 
ding in the premiſfles, the ſaid Tuſtice, 
or chief Officer or Officers, ſhall give 
warrant under his or thejr hand and 
ſal , to the Conftables or Church- 
wardens of the Pariſh or Pariſhes 
where ſuch offence ſhall jbe commir- 
red, to ſeize the ſaid Goods, cryed, 
ſhewed forth, or put to fale as afore- 
fAidzand to leayy the ſaid ether forfei- 
tures or penalties by way of diſtreſlc, 
and fale of the Goods of every ſuch 
offender , rendring to the ſaid offen- 
ders the oyerplus of the moneys rai- 
ſed thereby; And in default of ſuch 
diſtrefſe, or in cale of inſufficiency, 
or inability of the offender to pay the 
ſaid forfeitures or penalties , that the 
party offending be ſet publikely in 
the Stocks by the ſpace of three hours; 
And all and "wack 27 , the forteitures 
or penalties atoreſaid, ſhalbe imployed | 
and converted to the uſe of the poor of 
the Pariſh where the ſaid oftences ſhall ! 
be commirted , faving onely , that - 

ſha 


u 
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+|- ſhall and maybe fu, to, and tor 
any ſuch Iuſtice, Maior, or Head Of- 
ficer or Officers , -out of the ſaid for- 
feitures or penalties, to reward any 
perſon or perſons that ſhall inform 
of any oftence againſt this Ordinaiice, 
according to their diſcretions ; ſo as 
ſuch reward exceed not the rhird part 
of the forfeiture or penalties. And 
it is further Ordained by the faid 
Lords and Commons, that the Kings 
*/- Declaration concerning obſcrving of 
Wakes, and uſe of exerciſe and recrea- 
tion upon the Lords day, The Book 
intituled, The Kings Maicfties Declara- 
tron to His Subtefts concerning lawfull 
Sports to be uſed 3 and all other Books 
and Pamphlets that haye been,or ſhall 
be written, printed and publithed a- * 
gainſt the Morality of the fourth . 
Commandement, or of the Lords day, 
er to countenance the prophanation 
thereof, be called in, ſeized and ſup- 
preſſed, and publiquely burnt, by the 
| Iuſtices of Peace, or ſome, or one 
| of them, or by the chiet Officer or 
| Officers aforeſaid , in their ſeverall 
limits, or by theis warrant or com- 
mand, 


) 

mand. ——— be it Declared, 
That nothing in this Ordinance ſhall 
extend to the prohibiting of drefling 
of Meat in private Families, or the 
drefling and (ale of ViQtuals in a mo- 
derate way, inInnes or Vicualling- 
houſes, for the uſe of ſuch as other- 


wiſe cannot be provided for 3 or to 


the crying or ſelling of Milk before 
Nine of the clock in the Morning, 
or after Four of the clock in the At- 
ternoon,from the Tenth of Septcmber 
till the Tenth of March: or before 
Eight of the clock in the morning, or 
after five of the clock in th. afternoon, 
from the Tenth of March tili the 
Tenth of September. And whereas 
there is great breach of the Sabbath by 
Rogues, Vagabonds and Beggars, It 
is further Ordained, Thar the Lord 
Mayor of the City of Lo1doz, and all 
Iuſtices of Peace, Conftablcs, Church- 
wardens, and other Officers and Mi- 
niſters whatſoever, fall trom time 10 
time, cauſe all Laws againſt Rogues, 
Vagabonds and Beggars, ro be put in 
due execution ; and take order that 
all Rogues, Vagabonds and: Beggars, 

do 


- 49. 
do on every Sabbath day repair to, 


ſome Church or Chappell,and remain” 
there ſoberly and orderly during the 


time of Divine-Worſhi *that all- 
and fingular . wwe go that 


fhall do any thing in'the execution of 
this Ordinance, ſhall be protefted and 


| ſaved harmlefle by the power and Au- 


thority of Parliament. ..  - + 
And be it further. Ordained,that this 
Ordinance be Printed and publiſhed, 


- andreadin all Pariſh Churches and 


Chappels, before the Sermon in the . 
Morning; 'on ſome Lords day before 
the firſt of May next:;- on the South- 
lide of Trent, and-brfore-vi firſt of 
Tnxe next,on the North-fide of Freric 
\'Die'Sabbathi, 6. April, 1644. '' ' 
Raered by the Lords' aud Come 
mons Aſſembled. in Parliament, 
That this Ordinaxce-be printed and + 
publiſhed, and read in all Churches and 
Chappels, ly ar the: Sermon 71 the Mor< 
ning, 0u ſore Lords day beforeibe faſt of + 
next onthe South-ſide of Trent;aud 
before the firſt day of Tune ucxt, 01 tbe 
Nor de of Trent. [1259 
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An Ordivaxce of the Lords and 
Commons afſembled in Parli- 
ament,for the better Obſerving 
| Keeping # Monet 
Faſt, Witham the Kingdoms 

. of England, and Dominion 
of Walcs. 


V Vera the Kings Moſt 
| Exccllenz Majeſty , upon 
/... the requeſt of _ the Lords 
and Commong in this preſent Parlia- 
ment aſſcmbled,and by ger with their 
advice and conſent, confidering the lz- 
mentable and diſtreſſed condition vf/ 
his good Subje&s in the —_ of 
Ireland ; (that there - he be a ge» + 
nerall Humilarion of all che Execs TR: 
of this. dom- before i Almighty 
God in ing and /Prayer ) _ 


fly. pleaſed. to command. 
_ - I 4 Monethly Faſt _ _ 
the o thatall perſons -—_ 


wed 1. 3. 28 


< 
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cer take notice thereof (and'to teave 
ſuch wichout excuſe ; as ſhould nor 
duly keep and obſerve the ſame ) did 
afrerward by his Proclamation ef the 
3th of Tanuary 1641. ine that 
the ſame ſhould be aaoF- iv publike- 
ly, and ſolemnly holden, and kepr, as- 
well by abſtinence from food, as by 
publike prayers, preaching, and hear- 
ing of the Word of God! and other 
Religious and holy duties, in all Ca- 
thedrals,Collegiate and Pariſh Chur- 
ches and Chappels, within the King= 
dora of Ene/and and Dominion of 
Wales, ( without any exczption) on 
the laſt Wedacſday of every. Moneth, 
to continue during the troubles in the 
faid Kingdom of TFreland : All which 
his Majeſty did rraightly charge and 
command, ſhould be reverently and 
devouly performed by all his Sub- 
je&s,as they deire the blefling of At- _ 
mighty Gud, and would avoyd his 
heavy indignation azainſt this Land 
and people; and upon pain of ſuch 
puniſhments as may juftly be-infli&ed 
upon all ſuch as thall contemne or 
negle& ſo Religious a work and duty. 

C2 And . 
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And whereas the Lords and Com- 
mens in both Houſes of Parliament, - 
have- received divers informations 
from ſeverall parts of this. Kingdom 
- and Dominion of Wales, of the great 
negleR of the 'due obſervation and 
keeping of the 'ſaid Faft' upon the 
daycs appointed, and of the propha- 
nations of tbe ſ1me, by many irrel1- 
gious, ill-aftcted, looſe , and ſcan- 
dalous perſons, as well of the Clerg 
as others , who are fo firre from af- 
fliting their ſoulcs, aud looſing the 
bands If wickeenefie , as that they 
provoke the wrath of Almighty God, 
and make ſo pious a m:ants to pro- 
cure his blcilings , the occaſion. of 
greater Tudgements- 

For the prevention whercof. for the 
time to come, the Lords and Cons 
mons do Order, Declare, Ordain,that 
in all and every the Cathedrals, Col - 
legine , and Pariſh Churches and 
C happels , within the Kingdom of 
Engluid and Dominion of Wales , 
( without any exception ) upon c- 
very Lords day,next and immediately 
Sas any the dayes appointed + 

the 
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the ſaid publike Ea, the Parſon, Vis 
cars Curatc, or Miniſter , that upon 
thar day ſhall Ofticiarz, or exerciſe in 
any of the ſaid Cathedrals,Collegiare, 
Pariſh Charches or Chappels, ſhalt 
give publike notice in-every of th? 
laid Cath?drals , Collegitte , Pariſh 
Churches or Chappels: reſpectively, of 
the Faſt diy ncxc enſuing,immediare* 
ly after Sermon , or praycr ended in 
the forenoon , before the Congrega- 
tion be diſmiſled, carneſtly exhorting , 
and perſwading all the people to the 
Solemne du2 kcepings and Religious 
obſervation of *he whole da a 
ed for the {11d Faſt , and that they 
would- repair to ſome Church or 
Chappell, there diligently and reve- 
rently to attend all' ſuch holy-duties 
2s ſhall bz uſcd in the obſervance of 
the ſame ; 'that they: forbear to uſe all 
manner of ſports and paſtimes what- 
ſorver, and their ordinary Trades and 
cailings upon the: ſ2id day,” as well 
Carriers, Waggoners, Carters; Wain- 
mn, Drovers, Butchers, Huckſets, 
Shop-kecpers, Labourers 3 or any o- 
thers ulng any Art, Trade; Miſte- 

C 3 TY» 
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ry or manuall' Occupation wharſoe - 
ver, and thar all Vintners, Taverners,. 
Ale-houſe-kecpers., and keepers of 
Viualling-houſes , do forbear to 
keep open their doors,Bulks,or Shops, 


or to ſel]: or atter ( except in caſes. 


of extream neceſſity) any Wine,Beer, 


Ale,or vicuall, till: the publike exer<. 


ciſes,and Religious duries.of that day 


in the reſpeQive Cathedrals, Collegt- 


are, Parith Churches and Chappels, 


he paſt and over. 
Knd laſtly, all and every.the Iuſti- 


ces, of the Peace, Mayors , Baylifts, . 


Canſtables, Church-wardens, and o- 
ther Officers, inhabiting or reſiding 
within the limits.or precin&s of any. 
ſuch Cathedrall, Collegiate, Parith 
Gharch or Chappell, are hereby re- 
quired to take ſpcejall notice. aſwell 


'of ſuch Parſon, Vicar, Curate, or 0- 
_ ther Miniſter that ought ro Officiate 


-i8-any.of the ſaid Cathedrals, Colle: 
giate, and Pariſh Churches or Chap- 
.pels, upon any ſuch day appointed for 
vhe faid Faſt;that hall eicher refuſe or 
neglect to do. the ſame, or not do or 


| zauie the ſame wa be done in that reli-- 


guns 


4 
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gious and ſolemn manner as it owghr- 
to bezor that ſhall r<fuſe to give norice 
of the Faſt day,at thz time and in man- 
ner as aforeſaid, and forthwith ro-re-. 
turn their names,and the names of all. 
ſuch ry to time ) as ſhall” 


wilfully offend herein, in- contempt 

of the L1ws, His Majeſty, and both; 
Heoules of Parliament, unto ſome one. 
or more of the Knights, Citizens, or ' 


'_ © Burgeſles.. thar ſerv? for the ceunty 


where ſuch offence js,or ſhall. be com- 
mitted, that ſome ſpeedy courſe may - 
betaken for the ſevere puniſhing of 
ſuch as ſhall offend herein according . 
to the Laws. 


Die Mercurit, 22. Ang, 1642.. 


Ordered-by the Commons aſſens- 
bled in Parliament, That this- 
Ordinance be forthwith Printed ' 
and. publifhed : 


H:.Elſpnge, Cler. Parl, D.Com.. 
C 4. 
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24 eAFpril, 1643: 


V Acrezs the Lords. and 
- Commons in Parlia- 
ment , have made an Ordinance 
for the more itrit and folemne 
keeping of the dayes of pu'like 
Faſt, which are nor by all per- 
ſons duly obſerved, even.in thefe 
times of - publike calamity , to 
the great diſhononr. of God, 
and the con'empt of the Aucho- 
rity of both Houſes of Parliz- 
ment. Now thar morepartict- 
Izr notice may be piven unto all 
ſuch as ſhall cftend herein , be- 
fore any exemplary puniſhment 
be.inflited upon them ; - It is 
ordered by the Commons 10w 
Aſſembled in Parliament, That 
aj-Conſtables ( or their Depu- 
ties) ſhall the day before every 
pub- 
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publike Faſt; repair to every 
Houſe within their feverall and 
reſpeRive liderties , and charge 
all perſons, Thar they ſtrictly 
obſerve the Faſt, according to 
the direions in the ſaid Or- 
dinance. 


| f : 
And they ſhall upon the ſaid 
dayes of the publike Faſt , walk 
through their ſ1id liberties, dili- 
gemcly ſearching for, and taking. 
notice of all perſons, who ei- 
ther by following their work of 
their calling, or ſi:ting in Ta- 
verns, ViRuilling or Alehouſes, 
_ orany othec wayes {hall not du- 
» Iy obſerve the ſame : And they: 
are heredy required to return 
the N «mes of all ſach perſons as 


| * they ſhall finde fo offending , as 


alſo ſach Informations as they 
ſhall receive againt any other 
per- 


=. A) | 
{ods within their liberties, 

uilty of the like offence unto - 
TEEN for ——— 
ons, at ſo they may be pro- | 
eceded againſt for 5 one 


; of che faid Ordinance ; Andall | : 
; Conftables are to obſerve theſe \ 
i dire&ions from time to time, ſo | 
of = ſaid w blike Faſt | 

; kept, without expeR- | 
ingany forte Order. 

4 = 2h mnge, Cler, Parl.D.Com. 
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